Hunter syndrome among Ashkenazi Jews in Israel; evidence for prenatal selection favoring the Hunter allele.
Analysis of Ashkenazi families with Hunter patients in Israel demonstrated the complete absence of new mutations among the probands' mothers. Furthermore, in these families a significant deviation of the segregation ratio between the Hunter gene and the normal allele was demonstrated among offspring of heterozygous mothers or siblings of affected children. This may be due to pre- or postzygotic prenatal selection, favoring the X chromosome carrying the Hunter gene among Ashkenazi Jews.